
Cathedral in dowetown Guadalajara

Rod Fry & Mike Branch

We were greeted at the airport by Liebenzell USA missionary Rod Fry
(you can check out the Fry’s blog at mexicomatters.org). Along with
Fernando Amezcua, a local pastor who serves as president of the
FAMEX mission agency, Rod arranged many details of the conference.
A church member offered the use of his apartment for Rod, Mike, and
me during our stay. It was located on the 14th story of a high rise
building and the views of the city were breathtaking (see cover photo)!

In early October, Global Ministries
Director Mike Branch and I traveled
to Guadalajara, which is the second

largest city in Mexico. It is also one of the re-
gions of Mexico with the least number of evan-
gelical churches. Missionaries from multiple
agencies have recently begun focusing on this
area to evangelize and start new churches.
God orchestrated the chance for us to see this
part of Mexico and has stirred our hearts to
get more involved.

Mexico Missions Conference
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Tropical fruit for sale in Mexico

These past few months have been fast paced with travel,
conferences, and special events. Praise the Lord that God
has given us many opportunities to serve others along the
way! Beth and I are honored to have you as partners in our
mission work and ask that you would continue to pray for
our health and safety and for open doors to share Christ
with the people we meet.
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After Mexico, I returned home for some rest
and then traveled with Beth to attend the
Liebenzell USA MissionFest 2022 at the his-

toric Rutherfurd Hall in Allamuchy, New Jersey. Our
fundraising event was attended by over 120 people who
are friends of the mission or have newly learned about
Liebenzell. The fall banquet had a delicious Oktober-
fest menu with traditional specialties including soft
pretzels, rouladen, wurst, sauerkraut, and spatzle. Mis-
sionFest also featured live music, a caricature artist,
photo booth, the Rutherfurd Hall Museum Room, and
over 40 donated silent auction items.

Guests were enthused to hear Rev. Layne Mershimer of
the 1st Congregational Church in Chester speak about
God's work through Liebenzell and his gospel
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Liebenzell USA MissionFest 2022

The conference was packed with folks eager to hear
about the Reformation in Spain, the mobilization of new
missionaries from Mexico, holiness in the Christian life,
freedom of religion, and freedom of speech. During the
week of ministry, over 350 people heard the word of God
and learned more about what He is doing through
Liebenzell USA around the world. Only the Lord could
organize such interest in His mission!

During the final evening of the conference, there was a
large rally of over 150 youth from five area churches. I spoke from 1st Peter chapter 1 and chal-
lenged the young people to dedicate their lives to serving God in missions. The Spirit moved on
five young people who made a commitment to go out as missionaries from Mexico. To God be the
glory for these five and others also considering the call to full-time service! Also as a result of this
conference, Liebenzell USA is considering a partnership with FAMEX (“Fraternity for the Advance-
ment of Missions Mexico”) to mobilize more Mexicans in mission work in-country and around the
world. What a privilege to serve our Lord in answer to your prayers for us.

Christopher Sharing

Enjoying moments at the Mexico Missions Conference

Guests participating in silent auction

Layne & Deborah Mershimer dine with Beth Matthews



Liebenzell Kitchen Hood: The Fire Marshall recently inspected
the kitchen that serves the Liebenzell dining room and
discovered the kitchen hood and its fire suppression unit need
to be completely replaced or the dining room will be shut down
as unsafe. The dining room serves 80 guests at a time and of
course it needs to be safely functioning to protect our kitchen
staff. $10,000 is needed to meet this critical need.

2xAcross the United States on November 29th, 2022, people
will give to their favorite nonprofits and charities. This
year we would like to share some of the special needs at

Liebenzell USA for your prayerful consideration. We have donors
who are willing to match up to $30,000 of this $60,000 need. For
every dollar donated, a match of another dollar will be made. Please
pray for generous donations to cover this year-end need.
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Giving Tuesday

challenge to make a difference. Other speakers were Zambian-born Rev. Elijah Mwitanti of Christ
Lutheran Church in Fairfax, Virginia, and Rev. Adam Jacobs of Emmanuel Bible Church in
Schooley’s Mountain, New Jersey (whose church began in the basement of the Liebenzell mission
building). As I addressed the audience, several project needs of the mission were promoted and I
pointed out how God led over 200 people to saving faith in Christ last year on the grounds of
Liebenzell. Over 75 people were baptized in the Retreat Center pool last year (we are still gathering
information about this year). This was a large event which took quite a bit of planning on behalf of
the staff, and it was an answer to prayer to see everyone serving in unity. Many of the board
members attended and rejoiced to see the Lord moving on hearts to come together and celebrate
His good work through the mission.

MissionFest 2022 at Rutherfurd Hall

Ebenezer Chapel Flooring: The chapel in Ebenezer basement,
which seats about 75 people, is getting a fresh coat of paint soon
thanks to donations from the recent craft show. The chapel also
needs removal of the forty-year-old carpet and new waterproof
flooring must be installed. $8,000 is needed to replace the
current floor.
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Name: Email:

Street Address:

State: Zip code: Phone:

My info:

Mail-in Support
If you would like to make a tax-deductible gift, please use this slip and the enclosed envelope.
Checks should be payable to Liebenzell Mission of USA. Questions? Call (908) 852-3044.

$__________ for Liebenzell Kitchen Hood
$__________ for Ebenezer Chapel Flooring
$__________ for Global Ministries Operations
$__________ for Natural Gas hookup
$__________ for Chris and Beth Matthews personal ministry support

YES, I will pray for the Matthews family (please email their prayer bulletins)

I would like to give:

Add a general donation (optional):

$
for Liebenzell USA

$
for Global Ministries

$
for Retreat Ministries

Thanks to everyone for your prayers and generous support to make
this possible. I would like to especially thank those who have become
new partners with us in prayer and financial donations. If you have
been receiving these newsletters for many years, would you consider a
special year-end gift to help us overcome a small deficit in our ministry
account? Thank you for always being faithful to our Lord Jesus Christ
and his missionaries that serve him around the world.

With gratitude,
Chris and BethMatthews

Natural Gas: Propane has become expensive, and a wise
solution would be to convert the Retreat Center buildings to
natural gas for heating and cooking before the winter comes.
Natural gas pipelines have already been installed alongside our
property and installation of a central hub in the middle of the
campus would be free. However, running an extension line
from the hub to some of the buildings would be our financial
responsibility. $12,000 is needed to convert several of the more
frequently used wintertime buildings to natural gas.

Global Ministries Operations: Global Ministries has been
recruiting new missionaries through four staff mobilizers who
promote the ministry. Between Chris and Mike, trips have been
made to Germany, Texas, California, Zambia, and to Columbia,
not to mention Chris making trips to New Jersey almost every
month. The goal over the next five years is to recruit 100 new
missionaries and open new fields of service to preach the
Gospel to lost souls. $30,000 is needed to cover staff salaries,
airfare for ministry trips, and promotional work.


